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PREF ACE. 


V THING has contributed more to the advancement 
* of ſeience, than the eſtabliſhment of literary Societies. 
Theſe excite a generous ardour in liberal minds, and raiſe 
even envy itſelf into uſeful emulation. 

The principal part of our knowledge muſt be ever derived 
from comparing our own obſervations with theſe of others, 
In this view the utility of Societies, which afford an opportu- 
nity for the mutual communication of our thoughts, muſt 
be ſufficiently apparent. Books cannot ſolve all our difficul- 
ties nor will the obſervations made in other ages and cli- 
mates, hold ahways true in our own, 

The object of the MEDICAL Society of LonDon is, 
to give practitioners in medicine frequent opportunities of 
meeting together, and conferring with each other, concerning 
any difficult or uncommon caſes which may have occurred ; 
or communicating any new diſcoveries in medicine which 

have been made, either at home or abroad, 

Papers, which tend to the advancement of the ſcience, 
will be received by the Society ; and ſuch as may be deemed 
worthy of publication, carefully preſerved, until ſufficient 
matter for a volume ſhall be collected. 

In order to excite practitioners to bring thoſe talents to 
light, which would otherwiſe lie buried, and uſeleſs to the 
community, the Soctety have reſolved to hold forth honorary 
rewards to thoſe who ſhall improve the medical art : and 
although this has not been hitherto attempted in theſe king- 
doms, yet they hope that their example may appear not alto- 
gether unworthy of imitation. 

The Society has likewiſe founded a medical library, that 
its members may obtain an eaſy acceſs to the beſt ancient and 
modern authors, 

Animated with theſe deſigns, the Society ſubmit their plan 
to the confideration of the Faculty in general, whoſe aſſiſi- 
ance is requeſicd, in order to render it extenſively e 
to mankind, 
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Of the Dualifications, Election, and Admiſſion af 
Members, 


1. HE Society ſhall conſiſt of Phyſicians, Surgeons, 
f and Apothecaries; and others, verſed in ſciences 
connected with medicine; divided into Fellows, Hon- 
orary, and Correſponding Members. 
2. The Fellows alone ſhall direct the affairs of the So- 
ciety, and be eligible to any office, 

3. No perſon ſhall be eligible as a Fellow, unleſs reſi- 
dent in the city of London, or within ſeven miles there- 
of ; nor ſhall any perſon reſiding withia that diſtance, 
be eligible as a Correſponding Member, 

4. No Phyſician ſhall be eligible as a Fellow, who is 
not a member of the college of phyſicians of London, 
or who does not produce a diploma, and teſtimonials of 
his haying ſtudied medicine regularly at ſome univerſity, 

5. No Surgeon ſhall be eligible as a Fellow, who has 
not been approved of by the court of examining Sur- 
geons of London, | | 

6. No proprietor of any empyrical noſtrum can be a 
member, 

7. Every candidate for admiſſion as a Fellow of the 
ſociety, muſt be recommended by three or more Fellows 
on their perſonal knowledge ; but the recommendation of 
a Correſponding or Henorary Member may be founded 
on an acquaintance with his character or writings. 

8. The recommendation, containing the profeſſion and 
place of abode of the perſon propoſed for election ſhall 
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151 | 
be delivered to one of the Secretaries, and firſt read in 


the council; that they may be ſatisfied that the perſon 


recommended has been informed of the regulations of the 
Society, and is eligible according to its ſtatutes: It ſhall 
then be read at the enſuing meeting of the Society, and 
hung up in the common meeting room for three ſucceed- 
ing ordinary meetings, if the recommendation be of an 
honorary or correſponding member; but if of a fellow, it 
ſhall be hung up for fx ordinary meetings; and on the 
laſt of theſe meetings, the votes ſhall be taken by ballot, 
if eight Fellows be preſent; and if three fourths of the 
Fellows preſent ballot in favor of the candidate, he _ 
be declared duly elected. 

9. If it appear upon the ballot, that the perſon pro- 


poſed, is not elected, no notice thereof ſhall be taken 


in the minutes. 

10. The admiſſion of every * who may be choſen 
a Fellow, ſhall be at ſome ordinary meeting, when, after 
he has paid his admiſſion fine, he ſhall ſign the follow. 
ing obligation; viz, 


We whoſe names are hereunto ſubſcribed, promiſe, that 
we will endeavour to promote the honour, and obſerve the 
fatutes and regulations of the Medical Society of London, 
as | jug as we ſhall continue members thereof. | 


11. The Preſident ſhall then take him by the hand, 
ſaying, 


In the name, and by the authority of the Medical Society 
of London, I admit you a Fellaw thereof. 


12. If any Correſponding Member ſhall come to re- 


ſide in London, or within ſeven miles thereof, and de- 
fre to continue in the ſociety, notice thereof ſhall be 
hung up in the meeting room for three ſucceſſive nights: 


and on the third he ſhall be ballotud for as a Fellow, a 
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if eleQed, ſhall be admitted on making the uſual pay- 


ment and ſigning the obligation. * — 2 
13. Any Fellow, going to reſide in the countryſhall, 
if he d- kg it, be 2 as a Correſponding | ember 


during his abſence. 

14. Perſons of diſtinguiſhed character, 3 
verſed ſciences connected with medicine, may be elected as 

* 

Honorary Members. 

15. Honorary and Correſponding Members, ſhall have 
the privilege of being preſent at all meetings of the So- 
ciety. 


. 
Of the Payment of Admiſſion Fines, Annual Contribw= 


tions, Sc, 


1. Every perſon elected a Fellow, ſhall pay the ſum of 
Two Guineas, as his fine of admiſſion, and One Guinea, 
for his firſt years contribution, 

2. Every Fellow ſhall pay to the Society, one guinea 
annually. 

3. If any Fellow ſhall advance the ſum of ten guineas 
above his admiſſion fine, or, at any period, the ſame ſum 
abave all arrears then due, he ſhall be exempted from all 
future payments, 

4. No fine, or annual payment is expected from Hon- 
orary or Correſpoading Members, 

5. If any perſon negle& to pay his admiſſion fine 
within two months after being elected, unleſs prevented 
by ſome unavoidable impediment, his election ſhall be 
void, and he ſhall be incapable of being propoſed again 
for the ſpace of one year. 

6. No perſon ſhall have a vote in the Society, whoſe 
annual contribution is unpaid, 


7. It 
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. It any Fellow ſhall negleR the payment of his an- 2. 2 — 
nual contribution for two years, he ſhall, at the end of eee, Z "A 
two months after notice thereof has been given him by | » 72 PA - 2 * =: 4A 


the Secretary without effect, be no longer a member. 


CHAP. MW. | 
| 07 the Officers and Council, and their eleffion... 


1. To conduct the affairs of the Society, there ſhall 
be annually elected a Prefident, Treaſurer, Librarian, 
three Secretaries, and the ſeven following Committees, 
(each oonſiſting of id members) who together ſhall ce con- 
ſtitute THE CounciL. 


COMMITTEES. 


J. Theory and Practice. Y 
II. Anatomy and Phyjiology. 

III. Surgery. 

IV. Midwifery. 

V. Materia Medica, and Phar mac. 
VI. Botany and Natural Hiſtory. 

VII. Natural Philoſophy and Chemiſtry. 


2. This election ſhall be by ballot, Mn the firſt gene- 
ral meeting. 

3. A particular ſummons ſhall be ſent to every Fellow, 
together with two printed lifts, at leaft three days before 
the time of election: One of theſe lifts ſhall contain the 
name of every Fellow, with marks affixed, ſhewing what 
office he has formerly held, or now holds.in the Society. 
The other ſhall have the offices printed, with blank ſpa- 
ces left for inſerting the names of perſons b pro- 
bY for each department. 


4. Every 
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4. Every Fellow balloting, ſhall deliver his name to 
one of the Secretaries, and afterwards put either the 
printed liſts filled up, or a written one, into the bal - 
lotting box. 

5. The ballot ſhall begin as ſoon after the hour of one, 
| as eight fellows _ be preſent; and be clofed at two 
3 ä o'clock. 

; | 6. The 8 ſhall begin at two o'clock, and the 
A | | liſts ſhall be examined by an officer, together with three 
| Scrutineers, drawn by lot by the Preſident. 

7. Should a liſt contain more names to fill up any 
department than are proper, the irregular part ſhall be 

ſet aſide, and the remainder taken, as if no ſuch miſtake 
had exiſted, 

8. No perſon ſhall be eligible'to any office, if twelve 
months in arrear when the liſts are ordered to be printed, 
which ſhall be done by the Council, eight days at 
leaſt before the election. 

9. If any doubt or difficulty ſhould ariſe during the 
election, it ſhall be determined by the majority of the 
Counc F the preceding year then preſent. 

jaw ce th EE any vacancy happen between the anniyerſary 
elections, it ſhall be filled up by ballot, 


GH A-P. IV. 
Of the Pre/ident, 


1. The Preſident ſhall take the chair at all meetifgs 
of the Society. He ſhall regulate all debates, and prevent 
any from being proſecuted upon trivial ſubjects. He 
ſhall ſtate and put all queſtions, according to the inten- 
tion of the movers. He ſhall ſummon all extraordinary 


4 "if | meetings of the Society, and enforce the execution of 
* their ſtatutes. 
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2. In the Preſident's abſence, the Treaſurer, or Libra- 
rian, and in their abſence, the ſenior member of the 
Council or Fellow of the Society who is preſent, ſhall 
take the chair for that meeting | 

3. The Preſident ſhall have a ſecond "_ when the 
ſuffrages are equal, 

4+ The Prefident, whilſt in the chair, ſhall be covered, 
except when addreſſing himſelf to the whole Society. 


"> 1 > "os, 2 
Of the Treaſurer. 


1. The Treaſurer, or ſome perſon appointed by him, 
ſhall receive all money due to, and pay all money due 
from the Society; ; and keep an account of all ſuch receipts 
and payments. 

2. The Preaſurer's accounts mall be audited by the 
Council immedzately before two general meetings of the 
Society, or at any other time when they require it. 

3- No ſum of money exceeding -five pounds ſhall he 
paid, except by order of the Council. 

4. All ſums of money for which there ſhall be no 
preſent occaſion, ſhall be laid out in ſuch ſecurities as the 
council may approve. 


„ I. 


Of the Librarian, Library, and Muſeum, 


1. The books ſhall be properly arranged, and each 
volume diſtinctly numbered. An alphaberical catalogue 
ſhall be kept of all the printed books, expreſſing the edi- 
tion of each, place where printed, date, ſize, price, and 
number as it ſtands in the library. A ſeparate catalogue 

27 ſhall 
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ſhall be kept of the manuſcripts, ranged under proper 
heads, Theſe catalogues ſhall be always open for the 
inſpection of every member. 

2. A printed paper ſhall be affixed to each volume, con- 
taining the name of the Society, the number of the book, 
and an abſtract of the laws relating to the receiving and 
returning of books; and if it were preſented to the So- 
ciety, the donor's name ſhall be entered in it. 

3. Any member ſhall have the liberty at ſtated times 
of viſiting the library, and reading and taking extracts 
from the books ot manuſcripts. 

4. Every member deſiring a book, ſhall apply for it 
between the hours of ſix and eight in the evenings on 
Mondays, and five and fix on other evenings, and ſhall 


. write down on a lip of paper, the number and title, and 


ſhall ſign and date it: The Librarian or his deputy ſhall 
file the paper, and deliver it back, or cancel it, when the 
book is returned to the library; and any perſon taking a 
book without ſuch written acknowledgement, ſhall 
forfeit three times its value. 

5. If a book, when ſent for, be in the poſſuffian of ano- 
ther member, an anſwer ſhall be returned, containing the 
name of the perſon who has it, and the time when taken 
out of the library, 

6. No member ſhall have more thantwo volumes at a 
time in his poſſeſſion. 

7. Any member detaining a pamphlet or volume in duo- 
decimo above one week; an octavo two weeks; a quarto 
tbree weeks; or a folio four weeks, ſhall be liable to a 
penalty of one, two. three, or four ſhillings, in propor- 
tion to the ſize, for each week he ſhall detain it, pro- 
vided ſuch penalty exceed not half the value aſſixed to 
the book by the council. 

8. The council ſhall deſignate certain manuſcuipts 
and books of value, which ſhall not be taken out of the 

library, without their written permiſſion, 
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9. All pamphlets and books ſhall remain in the library 
e ſpace of one, two, three, or four weeks, (accord - 
ing to their ſize,) after they have been received. | 

10 A member who ſhall loſe, or injure a book belong - 
ing to the Society, ſhall replace it, or make fuch compen- 
ſation as the council may think proper. | 

11. No member, without leave of the Librarian or his 
deputy, ſhall take any book from its place. 

12. All books ſhall be ö 
ing in March, for the inſpection of the Librarian on enter- 
ing into his office, Every perſon neglecting to return a 
book at that time, ſhall forfeit half its value. | 

13. No book ſhall be purchaſed, unleſs by -order of 
council. 

14. No book or pamphlet ſhall, at any meeting, be 
ſuffered to lie on the table, excepting thoſe preſented the 
ſame evening. 

15. The Librarian ſhall alſo have the care of the mu- 
ſeum, no article whereof ſhall be removed without his 


permiſſion, 


C H A P. VII. 


Of the Secretaries, 


1. There ſhall be three Secretaries; viz. Two in ordi- 
nary, and one for foreign coerefpoadence. | | 

2. All papers intended for the uſe of the Society, ſhall 
de delivered to one of the Secretaries, who ſhall lay them 
before the Council. 

3. The Secretaries ſhall keep an exact account of all 

the tranſactions of the Society. 
4. They ſhall read the minutes of the former meeting, 
* as any papers which haye been referred to the So-- 
ciety by the Council, 


5. They 


L 12 ] 


5. They ſhall preſerve carefully the books relative to 
the tranſactions of the Society, and alſo all papers com- 
mitted to their charge. Theſe they ſhall arrange in pro- 
per order, and have ready for the ä of the Society | 
at all meetings. 

6. They ſhall mark the time when any paper is deli- 
vered to them, that no perſon may be robbed of the title 
to a new thought or diſcovery. 

7. One of the Secretaries ſhall, immediately after every 
election of a member, ſend him notice thereof, with: a 

copy of the laws, if a Fellow. 


8. One of the Secretaries ſhall officiate at all meetings 
of the Council. 


© 8 4AF. Win. 
Of the C ouncil. 


1. The Council ſhall chuſe from among their own 
members, two chairmen annually, who ſhall take the 
chair alternately. 

2. They ſhall meet every Monday evening at ſeven 
o'clock, and have the power of adjourning to any future 
day. : 

3. An extraordinary meeting of the Council may be 
held at any time by order of the Preſident, one of the Se- 
cretaries giving notice of ſuch meeting to every member. 

4. Five members ſhall be empowered to tranſact bu- 
ſineſs. 

5. All matters of complaint ſhall be firſt laid before the 
Council, who ſhall bring ſuch only, as they cannot adjuſt, 
before the Society. 


6. The Council ſhall record their proceedings in a 
book kept for that purpoſe. 


CHAP, 
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CH Ae. Mv. 
Of Viſitors. 


- Each member ſhall have the privilege of propoſing two 
viſitors. at any ordinary meeting of the Society, and at the 
eral meeting on the 8th. of March; whoſe names ſhall 
be entered in a lift; and they ſhall be introduced as ſoon 
as it has been read over; and no viſitor ſhall afterwards 
be admitted without a particular order from the Preſi- 
dent. 


CHAP. XV. | , 


General Laws. 


1 All members ſhall pay implicit obedience tothe Pre- 
ſident, i in the execution of his office. 
2. Any perſon intending to ſpeak in the ſociety, hall - 
riſe and addreſs himſelf to the preſident. 
3. No member ſhall ſpeak more than twice upon any 
ſubjeQ, until all the members preſent, inclined to „ 
ſhall have delivered their ſentiments. 
4. When the determination of the Society i is . 
on a queſtion, it ſnall be taken by ballot, if ſo demanded 
by any Fellow. 

5. No queſtion ſhall be put on any motion, _ the 
motion be ſeconded, 
6, When a motion is made and foconded, any Fellow 
may moye-that-the ſenſe. of the ſociety be taken whether 
ſuch queſtion ſhall be put. | 
7. All queſtions, excepting thoſe "8 which it is other- 
wiſe provided, ſhall be determined by a majority of the Fel- 
lows preſent, | — 
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8. No member ſhall vote by proxy. 
9. The Society ſhall have power to adjourn for any 
time during the ſummer ſeaſon, io that the adjournment 
ſhall not extend beyond the month of September. 
10. The council ſhall nevertheleſs have power du- 
ring ſuch adjournment, to meet as often as they ſhall 
find it requiſite, in order to tranſact ſuch buſineſs, and 
arrange ſuch papers as may come before them, 
» 


CN AP. VE 


Of the making and repealing Regulations. 


1. No new laws or regulations ſhall be made, nor old 
ones repealed or altered, but at the ſecond general meet- 
ing of the Society or ſuch ſpecial general meeting as 
ſhall at any time be ſummoned for that purpoſe, 

2. The making of new, and altering of old laws, or 
regulations, ſhall-be firſt propoſed in council; and if ſuch 
propoſition be approved, it ſhall be read in the Society 
at leaſt one month before a general meeting, and hung 
up in the Society's room until that time, when the queſ- 
tion reſpecting it ſhall be determined by ballot. 

3. If two thirds of the Fellows preſent ballot in fa- 


vour of the propoſed regulation, it ſhall be declared a 
law of the Society. 4 


November 1/1, 1790. 


James Sims, M. D. Pre/ident, 
J. C. LETTSoMu, M. D. Treaſurer. 


JosEkpn HuRLock, Librarian. 
W. CHAMBERLAINE, 
IJ. GI BBS Ripour, Secret aries. 


E. BANCROFT, M. D. 
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